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him, whether he has studied it or not

At Mr Manns's benefit at the Crystal Palace on Saturday,
Isaye played the eternal but never quite unwelcome Mendelssohn
concerto, which cut but a poor figure after the Parsifal prelude
and the Benvenuto Cellini overture. The huge audience took
Isaye rather coolly when he came upon the platform, as if most
of them had never heard of him. But at the end of the concerto
the applause burst out con furore*, not without reason, for the per-
formance was an astonishing one. Miss Adeline de Lara was
hampered by a bad pianoforte. Broadwood is not the right maker
for a touch like hers: probably Pleyel would suit her better. The
particular Broadwood in question so resented her handling that
it ruptured a hammer and stopped the performance. When, after
much disconsolate contemplation of the interior of the instru-
ment by everybody in the neighborhood, she consented to pro-
ceed with one note dumb, the maimed member extemporized a
castanet and tambourine accompaniment by clattering and jing-
ling among the strings. Altogether it was fortunate that the
music was not of the slightest interest, being pure Rubinstein
from beginning to end; so that Miss de Lara, in giving a con-
vincing display of strength and dexterity, was doing all that she
could have done in any case with such a composition. Madame
Nordica sang Dich, theure Halle, from Tannhauser, in a bright,
bumptious, self-assertive, and otherwise quite unmeaning way
that was as exactly as possible the opposite of how it ought to be
sung; and a Mr E. O. Banemann gave us an inappropriate air
from Elijah without making any decisive effect, though his voice
is of exceptionally fine quality, and his way of using it artistic and
full of promise for its future. Mrs Hutchinson also sang; and
there were two new orchestral pieces by J. F. Barrett; but the
program was so long that I had to return to town immediately
after hearing Isaye inhumanly accept an encore for his pro-
digious performance of Wieniawski's variations on Russian airs.

180